THE BUILDING OF PROTESTANT ENGLAND
that no diversion was to be made, and that the transports were
to sail directly for the Flemish coast, and there to embark more
troops for the invasion. As the Spaniards passed in front of
Plymouth the English craft came out, running close-hauled
between them and the shore (the wind being south-west), and
followed them up Channel. They attempted no more than to
harass the enemy, upon whom they had little effect; only three
ships were lost, and one not from attack, but by the plunder of its
own crew.
The weather was cyclonic—that is, a week of strong winds
from the south-west which would gradually veer northward as
the depression passed east, over England. Therefore during the
whole of this running fight up the Channel the English ships had
what is called the wind-gauge; lying to the windward of the
enemy, they could manoeuvre freely, and, further, they heeled
over towards the enemy, who, on his side, heeled away from the
wind. The English shots thus struck the hulls and crews and
guns of the Spaniards. On Saturday, July 27,1598, the Spanish
fleet came to anchor off the low-lying sandy coast from Calais
eastward towards Dunkirk. During the night, as it lay there,
fire-ships were sent among it with the tide, which floated them
eastward after the early evening. Under this menace the
Spaniards cut their cables and ran eastward. With the next day,
the wind having gone still farther to the north, so that there was
no chance of the Spaniards pointing up weather towards the
English coast, a general action was engaged. In this the well-
handled English craft, smaller but at least equal to the Spanish
in efficiency and carrying somewhat heavier metal, had a
decided advantage,1 the enemy running east all day under the
increasing wind and in continual danger from a lee-shore.
Before night fell on that Sunday the Spanish effort had foiled.
And, what is more, the reinforcements which the transports had
hoped to take on board had not synchronized, and were not
present for embarkation. The Spaniards ran up the North Sea,
and in a succession of gales had no choice but to go north about,
round Scotland, and outside Ireland, in their attempt to regain
their own ports in the south. There was a succession of storms;
ship after ship was lost, thirty-two of the largest disappeared—
1 The English fleet was the more numerous in the proportion of nineteen
to thirteen, and somewhat better handled : its total tonnage probably less
than the enemy's*
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